
Of Tea-Parties

and Patriots:

HON I TREAD ON ME

Comments? Questions? Concerns? Hate mail? Wishes to collaborate?

johnbrown@riseup.net

Liberty for who?
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Since the colonization of the Americas in the late 1400s, white working people have been the

footsoldiers of political and economic elites seeking to dominate and control land, resources, and

wealth, all at our own expense.

We have enlisted in armies to slaughter indigenous peoples. We've been slave catchers to trap and

enslave Africans. We've been police officers to terrorize communities of color. We've been prison

guards to keep other working people locked up. We've been settlers, occupiers, colonizers, and

conquerors. These roles have done very little to benefit us, on the whole. We've been used to benefit

a small minority of politicians, bosses, and aristocrats.

The blunt reality is that tor the last five hundred years on this continent, white working class people

have been used by mostly white rich people to colonize for, kill for, work for, and then better the living

standards of those same white rich people, all the while sacrificing our own needs, wants, aspirations,

and even lives. It really is as simple as that. No one denies the history of what has happened at

working people's expenses. Wars, poverty, homelessness, wage slavery... these are all ills created by

someone, and perpetuated by us... the same workers who suffer these ills.

For some five centuries we've been used by the rich among our own race to promote their agenda

and suffered because of it. Yet, somehow, we've still been convinced that it is in our interests to

protect the rights of the rich to own as much property as they can, to protect the right of the rich to

even exist, to protect these same rich people who would just as soon see us die for their benefit.

The heart of the matter is that for these five centuries, we've been too busy fighting the people who

should naturally be our allies against these injustices. The rich whites have used our skin color

against us, have used our human nature of fearing living beings different than us against us... they've

used us against us. They've blinded us with these racialist ideas of "white supremacy" and "white

pride" and "white nationalism" into fighting other working people of other races, while they sit on the

sideline and laugh.

The New Liberty Movement plays directly into this situation, and turns us, as white working class

people, against our natural interests as working class people, and against our natural allies. We're

still being used by rich whites to advance their causes, and lose everything that we desire and need.

Of socialism and healthcare

Let's be plain. Obama is not a socialist. His reforms and the reforms of other politicians are not

socialist. They're not even radical. They're truly reformist. And they're truly state-capitalist.

Obama's policies have not threatened the power structures of this country in anyway. The rich will

stay rich. The poor will stay poor. Property will still be just as protected as it is now. Wars will still be

waged on multiple continents. The systemic inequities that have created a mess for all working

people will still exist.

But while these reforms, like public option healthcare, are not radical and do not fundamentally

change any power relationships in this country, they still remain important bread and butter survival

policies for poor and working people.

Just like people ol all races and backgrounds, most while working and poor people have no

healthcare. We've seen it disappear. We don't have access to medical care when we need it. While

national healthcare is not the answer to all of our problems, and shouldn't be our ultimate end goal, it

is a short term fix that we, as working class people, could probably use.

However, the red flag of socialism has been waved in front of our faces. We can't see anything but

the closet communist Obama taunting us and attacking our very way of life with these reforms.

And it's this mentality that divides us from nonwhite working people even more. The vast majority of

nonwhite working people are in support of this healthcare reform. They are in support of social

service spending. They are in support of legislation that affects their survival as working class people.

We're divided in a way that is fairly predictable. White working class people, people who have been

bought off by the rich, would rather protect property rights that are used against us and our interests

than work for healthcare and social services that we don't like to admit that we utilize and need.

In our class based, capitalist society, white working class people protect property, while nonwhite

working people struggle for social services necessary for survival. And thus, we as white working

people play for the wrong team. And in the end, everyone besides the rich and the politicians ends up

losing.

Let's be honest. I don't want the government to control healthcare. But I also don't want to live in a

property based society where I'm denied healthcare because I don't make enough money. Until we

get rid of that property based economic relationship, then I'll gladly take social services from the state,

just to level the playing field a bit between me and the rich boss that steals money from my paycheck,

or the rich politician who guts money from our schools to fund occupations of other countries that

benefit corporations he owns stock in.

Migrants and other scapegoats

Perhaps the most glaring example of how white working people are playing for the wrong team, and

how the new Liberty Movement actively works against the liberty of all people, especially nonwhite

people, is the role that the movement plays within the debate on immigration.

One of the attacks leveled at the government by the Liberty Movement is the government's failure to

secure the border. The white populist logic of the movement becomes quite clear at these times.

We have bought into the ridiculous notion that mostly brown skinned immigrants from Mexico or other

countries are our enemy, that they are somehow stealing our jobs, that they somehow really threaten

us. Let's get real. Who's really stealing our jobs?

Even with a generous estimate of the number of illegal immigrants working in the U.S. at 6 million

(notice I said working, not living), this stands in stark contrast to the conservative estimate that nearly


